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talked with Marshal Biron and with Madame d'^pinay; was
invited to the celebrated suppers of Mademoiselle Clairon of
the Comedie Fran?aise; and settled down for ten months at
Toulouse, where he drank asses' milk and Frontignac among
a resident English colony and attended the performance of a
British troupe of actors. He had no illusions that his own
people managed everything better than foreigners. " They
order this matter better in France," he had said before leaving
England, apparently after a dinner in London; and at his
first dinner of fricassee of chicken at Calais he drank the King
of France's health, " to satisfy my mind that I bear him no
spleen/'1
Moritz was a more respectable clergyman than Sterne, and,
though not so sprightly, was by no means dull. If he had been
just a dull, worthy man he would not have adventured to and
through England, nor would he have written a sentimental
novel, Anton Reiser, in his later years. Carl Philip Moritz was
born at Hameln in 1757, the son of a regimental oboist. He
was apprenticed to a hatter at Brunswick. After this his
friends, who were almost as poor as himself, provided him
with some schooling at Hanover. He lived meagrely, and read
widely in German and English poetry. He tried to be an actor
at Erfurt, Gotha, and Weimar; was a student at Erfurt Univer-
sity; and went with an acting company to Leipzig. For two
years he was a student of theology at Wittenberg, and, failing
to become a military chaplain, obtained a position as teacher
at the Gymnasium Zum Grauen Kloster in Berlin. From there,
in 1782, he made his great journey to England. After this he
taught at the Gymnasium in Cologne, and from there in 1786
visited Italy, where he and Goethe were together for a con-
siderable time. Later, through the friendship of Goethe and
Duke Carl August of Saxe-Weimar for him, he obtained the
position of Professor of Fine Art and Classical Learning under
the Royal Academy of Berlin. He died in 1793.* On his
1 Laurence Sterne, Sentimental Journey> ad imt.
a See Carl Philip Moritz, Travels in England (1924), Introduction by P, E.
Matheson, pp. xvii-xviii.